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Monthly Meetings:  November 

 
       
       
    
 
 

MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
STATE SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SEAC) 

November 5, 2008 
Hampton Inn, Okemos, Michigan 

10:00 am — 3:00 pm 
 

Minutes 
 
Delegates Present:  Joan Bade, Michael Beach, Cindy Bush, Thomas Caldwell, 
Frederick Cromie, Julie Daggett-Lawrence, Michel Lynn DeJulian, Judith Dorsch-
Backes, Doris Higgs, Jackie D. Igafo-Te’o, Teri Johnson, Christopher Korbel, Kathleen 
Kosobud, Sheri Kraft, Tom Langdon, Diane Lanham Kullis, David Mallott, Michelle 
Miller, David Overly, Lydia Rich, Jayanne Roggenbaum, Susan Schneider, Richard 
Spring, Jan Van Gasse, Melissa Wade 
 
Alternates Present:  None 
 
MDE Staff Present:  Sharon Dietrich, Karen Filliez, Meredith Hines, Bob Hove, Fran 
Loose, Ann Omans, Harvalee Saunto, Pat West, Joanne Winkelman 
 
SEAC Consultant Present:  Sandi Laham 
 
Ex-Officio Present:  Beverly Baroni-Yeglic, Mark Larson, Jacquelyn Thompson 
 
Guests Present:  Julie DeRose, Michelle Driscoll, Darlene Heard-Thomas, Lori Irish, 

Chandra Jones, Bill Milzarski, Caryn Pack Ivey 
 

I. Call to Order 
 The meeting was called to order. 
 
II. Roll Call   
 Members introduced themselves and their organization. 
 
III. Introduction of Guests 
 Guests were introduced. 
 
IV. Approval of Proposed October Agenda  
  The agenda was amended to read November and was approved. 
 
V. Approval of October 1, 2008 Minutes – 
 The October 1, 2008 minutes were approved. 
 
VI. Public Comment  
 There was no public comment. 
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VII. Chairperson's Report  
1. SEAC Word Wall  

• Updated each month. 
• Place copy in Resources Notebook. 

2.  Results of October 2008 dialogue of SEAC Issues 
• See Chairperson’s Report November 5, 2008. 

3.  SB-CEUs Update – Tom Langdon, Vice Chairperson 
• A limit of NINE meetings (such as SEAC) counts for professional 

development, per SB-CEU protocol. 
4.  “Parking lot” 

• A place to write emerging issues to be dealt with at a later time 
5.  Self & Meeting Evaluation 

 
VIII. State Department Reports – Dr. Jacquelyn J. Thompson, Director, Office of 

Special Education/Early Intervention Services (OSE-EIS) 
1. Updates – SBE 

• Several Special Education initiatives have been or will be highlighted for 
the State Board of Education. 
o October:  Michigan Math Program Improvement Initiative (MMPII)  
o November:  Response to Intervention (RTI), Michigan Integrated 

Behavior and Learning Support Initiative (MiBLSi) 
o January:  Universal Education and Design for Learning 
o Later:  Statewide Autism Resources and Training (START)  

 
IX. Reports from Ex-Officio Members 

1. Sheri Falvey, Michigan Department of Community Health 
• Lori Irish presented for Dept. of Comm. Health.   
• Mental Health Services to Children and Families is governed by the 

Michigan Mental Health code.   
o Services are provided through local mental health programs.     
o Policy and program direction is provided by Community Mental Health 

(CMH).  
o Community collaboratives utilized.   
o Insurance advocacy for families 
o Wrap-around services (individually designed set of services) 
o Home-based services 
o Relationship to SEAC 

 Coordinate with other delivery systems. 
 Impact to school programs 
 Common goals 

2. Jane Scarlett, Wayne-Metropolitan Community Action Agency   
No report. 
 

X. Ad Hoc Committee Reports  
1. SEAC Bylaws and Procedures Committee: The committee is looking for 2-4 

additional members to assist in the task of reviewing the SEAC Bylaws and 
making recommendations as necessary.  Target completion date: February 
2009.  

XI. Subcommittee Reports  
          No report. 
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XII. SEAC Learning 

1. State Performance Plan Indicator #5: Educational Settings:   
• Bob Hove (OSE-EIS) presentation 

o OSEP presumption that students with disabilities – 
 Will be educated in regular classrooms unless IEP requires 

another arrangement 
 Will have appropriate supplemental aids and services 

o Measurement of Educational Environments (OSEP target areas:  
amount of time spent in general education) 
 80% or greater 
 78% to 40 % (not a target) 
 40% 
 In separate facilities 

• Sandi Laham summarized Other Barriers, Improvement Activities, and 
Target Reset Circumstances.  

2. Michigan Youth Leadership Forum (www.mylf.org) Mr. Bill Milzarski 
presented information on the MYLF, a leadership-training program for high 
school juniors and seniors with disabilities.   

XIII. Facilitated Dialogue:  Development and Finalization: Public Comment on 
Proposed Special Education Programs and Services Administrative Rules (2009-
022 ED) and Provision for Programs and Services to Incarcerated Youth in 
County and City Jails. 

• Jacquelyn Thompson provided background information.  
o State law gives the department authority to promulgate rules. 
o SOAHR oversees all of the process.  
o Three components for public comment development  

 Integration of the Standards for Extended School Year (ESY) 
Services into administrative rules (ESY recommendations were 
adopted by the SBE and are now being included in rule 
language.) 

 Revision of Part 8 state complaint rules. 
 “Provision of Programs and Services to Incarcerated Youth in 

County and City Jails”; addressing how incarcerated youth in 
county and city jails who have an individualized education 
program will receive their educational services. 

o Sandi Laham will summarize SEAC comment, place on SEAC listserv 
and finalize comment to submit to MDE. 

 
XIV. Information Items1  

• Judith Dorsch Backes presented information on the OPTIONS Program,     
transitions program at Oakland University.   

XV. Action Items  

1. Implications of the Personal Curriculum for Schools and Students with an 
IEP (November 5, 2008):   
• Motion was made by Richard Spring, seconded by Diane Lanham Kullis 

to endorse the report of the SEAC Subcommittee on Personal 
Curriculum and forward the report with recommendations to the 
Michigan Department of Education and State Board of Education.  
Motion carried. 

 

2. SEAC Public Comment on Proposed Special Education Programs and 
Services Administrative Rules (2008-022 ED):   

                                                 
1 Items requiring action by the SEAC are presented first as Information Items and then again as Action 
Items the following month. 
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• Motion made by Cindy Bush, seconded by Richard Spring to approve 
the SEAC Public Comment on the proposed changes to the Michigan 
Administrative Rules for Special Education Programs and Services as 
written and submits that comment to the Office of Special Education 
and Early Intervention Services.   

• Motion carried. 
XVI. Emerging Issues  

•   Implication of new NCLB changes for special education  
•   High school reform/Michigan merit curriculum   

XVII. Member Announcements 
•   CEC statewide conference in March 
•   Scholarship information 
•   SEAC reimbursement procedures:  see Pat West. 

 
XVIII. Future Agenda Considerations 

1. December 2008 - SEAC Learning:  High School Reform/Michigan Merit 
Curriculum /Personal Curriculum:  An overview of high school reform in 
Michigan.  Tentative presenters include Matt Korolden, OSE-EIS and Deb 
Clemmons from the Office of School Improvement. 

2. December 2008 – SEAC Subcommittees:  Using the results of our 
discussion of the work of SEAC 2006-07 and 2007 -08 as well as emerging 
issues, formation of subcommittees to address unmet needs for students 
with disabilities. 

3. December 2008 – Individual pictures to be taken for new SEAC members 
4. February, April – E-meeting session to be held (tentatively) February 4, 

2009 and April 1, 2009. 

XIX. Process Check  

XX. Adjournment at 2:45 p.m. 

 

How well we communicate is determined not by how well we say things, but how 
well we are understood.                                                     Andrew Grove 
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